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Frequently Asked Questions regarding the amalgamation of St. Francis Seraph Parish 
and St. Clement Parish (Franciscan Family of Parishes) – Second Edition 

In March, the St. Francis Seraph Transition Team published a FAQ document regarding the closure of the 
church & friary.  That document remains available on the St. Francis Seraph website. This is the next 
installment of FAQs.  Members of both parish transition teams have given input this time. 

What does it mean to be a Franciscan Sponsored Parish? What are the Characteristics 
of a Franciscan Church? 

This question is answered directly by Fr. Al. 

These are my thoughts; experiences over the years: 

Franciscan Friars live as brothers in fraternity. “Fraternal” is the emphasis in our parish 
ministry … it is different from “clerical.” 

Franciscans emphasize “family” more than “hierarchy.” Franciscans see themselves as 
“set among the people,” not as “set apart” and certainly not set above. 

Franciscans emphasize “orthopraxy” more than “orthodoxy.” Not that we don’t value 
doctrine and church teachings, but it is the practice of love and justice that we deeply 
value.  Franciscans are known for being “inclusive,” that everyone belongs and is 
welcomed. We try not to exclude anyone. 

Questions regarding the amalgamation 

What is an amalgamation? 

The amalgamation of St. Francis Seraph into St. Clement is the union of the two parishes 
into one larger parish now all under the existing ‘legal’ entity of St. Clement. The community 
of St. Francis Seraph immediately become full parishioners of the Franciscan Parish at St. 
Clement effective July 1, 2026. 

What does this mean, practically? 

Like a merger, all the people are parishioners equally, so just because someone has joined 
the Franciscan Parish at St. Clement via the amalgamation it does not mean they have a 
lesser standing than those who have historically been at St. Clement.   

Likewise, members of St. Clement continue to be equal members of the Franciscan Parish 
at St. Clement as well. The leadership of the councils/committees should include histories 
to be celebrated and not forgotten, and representation should be equal and proportional 
for all members of the parish. 
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Unlike a merger, which is also a union, it means the parish does not have administrative 
burden to create a new ‘legal’ entity which would have implications within the Church as 
well as with civil governments at the local, state, or federal levels.   

Questions regarding parish engagement 

Will St. Clement be renamed? 

Some parishioners at St. Francis Seraph and at St. Clement have wondered if we should 
create a new name.  In Canon Law, that is very difficult to do.  We will be the Franciscan 
Parish at St. Clement.  And may this appeal for unity and solidarity inspire our communities 
to quickly become one. 

What time is mass at the Franciscan Parish at St. Clement? 

Saturday: 4:00 pm (English). Sunday: 9:30am (English).  12:00pm (Spanish). Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 7:30am. Wednesday: 7:45 (School mass). 

What is the address? 

4526 Vine Street, Cincinnati, OH 45217. 

Where do I park? 

An updated parking map is available and will be printed & posted; there are more than 100 
parking spaces in proximity. Please consider leaving street parking & parking by the school 
for accessibility.  We are working with the Village of St. Bernard to enhance parking signage 
as well. We will continue to monitor & assess parking or invest in improvements as needed. 

Is there an accessible entrance? 

Yes. On the right side of the church as you face the entrance there is an accessible ramp. 

How is the parish thinking about ministries at mass?  

Jill Kreinbrink, music director of St. Clement, is working with the choir to learn the mass 
settings from both parishes.  The 9:30am choir will have over 20 members!  Randy Ulses 
along with Mary Beth Asbach has agreed to assist scheduling the initial ministers at 
masses post amalgamation following many years of service.  Greeters, lectors, & 
Eucharistic Ministers will be representative of both legacy parishes.  There are also ushers 
to take up collection. Collections are counted Monday (not Sunday) due to 3 masses.    

Will we still sing “Happy birthday” after mass? What about other announcements? 

Traditionally, Brother Tim provides announcements at the end of mass at St. Francis Seraph 
including announcements of birthdays for the week; the parish then sings Happy Birthday. 



P a g e  | 3 
Updated June 21, 2026 

This was a topic discussed by the St. Francis Seraph parish community at the all-parish 
meetings with small groups & determined to be ‘nice to have’ not ‘absolutely necessary’.   

St. Clement also has regular announcements at each mass.  

St. Clement currently asks for Birthdays one weekend that month, and on a different 
Sunday that month, they ask for anyone celebrating a wedding anniversary in that 
month.  So, each month Birthdays and Anniversaries are recognized.  Jubilee anniversaries 
are also published at specific times in the bulletin. 

Should I wear my St. Francis Seraph nametag? 

The Franciscan Parish at St. Clement Church will have temporary nametags for the 
summer; we will formalize the nametag process after the school year begins.  

Will we have a Fest? 

Yes! Well, a festival … the St. Clement Festival and Pig Roast is Saturday, September 12 &  
Sunday, September 13 at Vine Stret Park, just down the street from the church!  There are 
also other exciting new traditions with the Spanish-speaking community. 

How do I schedule a meeting room at St. Clement Church? How do I make a post in the 
bulletin for an upcoming event? 

Amber Pavlina is the Parish Secretary. The committee or organization leader should 
contact Amber in the parish office at least 1 week prior to your need.  The email address is 
office@stclementcincinnati.org. Committee members are requested to work with their 
committee leader to avoid unnecessary messages to the parish office.   

As the primary administrative contact for the parish, Amber manages day-to-day office 
operations, answers community inquiries, and serves as the initial point of contact for 
families coordinating life events, such as scheduling funerals and baptisms.  

Will there be an all-parish meeting for the Franciscan Parish at St Clement? How can I 
find out about parish organizations, committees, ministries, and other ways to get 
involved?  

Yes.  The details of this will be made available later in the summer, and is tentatively 
planned for October. Nearly all committees of both parishes will continue; so, we 
anticipate a ministries, clubs, and organizations info fair as part of the all-parish meeting.  

Questions regarding the structure of the Franciscan Parish at St. Clement 

Will there be a new pastoral council, worship committee, and finance committee? 

mailto:office@stclementcincinnati.org
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Fr. Al, in the Franciscan spirit of fraternity, is working with a consultative group to define a 
temporary lay leadership structure.  By August, a temporary (lasting 1 year) parish council, 
worship committee, and finance committee will be named.  The temporary nature will 
provide a clear time commitment for members as there will be many details to work 
through.  Members from both parishes will make up these three committees. 

Will there be opportunities to come together as a parish and discuss our future? 

A parish meeting is planned for October.  Strategic planning will also commence to review 
and form a mission, vision, and values statement for the Franciscan Parish at St. Clement 

Who is the consultative group? 

A group comprised of members from both parishes has come together for Fr. Al to consult 
with regarding administration of the new community.  Members of this group are Kay 
Brogle, Jill Collet-Riester, Marian Schwab, and Diane Smith. 

I have heard that Fr. Jud may be reassigned.  What else can you share? 

We will have a celebration in honor of Fr. Jud and wish him well in his next assignment the 
weekend of August 8-9. We hold him in prayer as he awaits word on his next assignment. 

Who makes up the staff of the Franciscan Parish at St. Clement? 

The full listing of staff is in the front page of the bulletin with contact information. Through 
the summer and fall, we will have opportunities for introductions. 

Questions regarding parish registration and donations 

Do I need to register for the Franciscan Parish at St. Clement?  How do I join? 

If you are already registered with St. Francis Seraph, you do not need to re-register at St. 
Clement. This is also true if you are already registered at St. Clement. We are all co-equal 
members of the new, amalgamated parish.  The records of St. Francis Seraph will transfer 
to the Franciscan Parish at St. Clement.  Eventually, there will be a new directory. 

If you did not register at St. Francis Seraph when you began attending, or since then, please 
consider registering.  With the disruption of Covid, it is possible you are not registered.   

If you don’t know if you are registered, or if you have questions about your registration 
status, please wait until August for records to transfer and then contact the parish office. 

We further understand some parishioners may take a little time off for the summer to 
continue their discernment; there is no rush to begin at the Franciscan Parish at St. 
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Clement.  We’ll be there when you’re ready. Weekend masses are livestreamed and 
available on the St. Clement Facebook Page. 

What if I am planning to attend another church? 

If you begin to attend a new Catholic parish (or Episcopal or other Christian church) and 
wish to eventually register there, we understand.  Baptismal, wedding, and other records 
from St. Francis Seraph (as well as St. Joseph of Nazareth and St. John the Baptist) will 
transfer. You may wish to contact St. Clement as needed, but it is not requested.     

Can you connect me to people who plan to attend other parishes, etc? 

Yes.  Please approach any member of the transition team as we are aware of small pockets 
of the SFS congregation that, due to geography/distance, mobility, stage of life, or other 
reasons will begin at a new parish.  This information is often private, so we will connect 
accordingly.  St. Clement parishioners who may experience disorientation with an influx of 
new people are asked to contact Fr. Al or another member of the parish staff to discuss. 

What if I don’t want to be registered with the Franciscan Parish at St. Clement? 

If you do not wish to be registered with the Franciscan Parish at St. Clement, we plan to 
update the registration records and status of parishioners at later time.  

If you are not registered yet (or do not wish to register currently), but you wish to attend, you 
are still very welcome. There will be no pressure at the outset, aside from the reality that we 
anticipate approximately 75% or more of St. Francis Seraph parishioners will continue 
forward with the Franciscan Parish at St. Clement and we’d like to keep you informed. 

What if we give by ACH or electronic transfer to St. Francis Seraph?  What about 
money I have given or other assets of St. Francis Seraph? 

The bank accounts associated with this will not close with immediate effect.  As finances 
are combined and changes are needed, they will be announced with ample time for action.  

Please know that the assets of the parish remain with the parish. They are not transferred to 
the archdiocese or the friars.  Note: there are also assets of the friars at both St. Francis 
Seraph and in the friary at St. Clement, and those are their assets to manage. 

If you have previously given by way of PayPal to St. Francis Seraph (or would like to now 
begin to give electronically), you may wish to go the St. Clement website. Here, tap the 
DONATE icon and sign up for We Share. You’ll need to create an account for this user-
friendly giving / payment portal.  This is a personal decision that each of us makes privately. 
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Question concerning activities related to the Franciscan Friars  

What happened to the Franciscan Christmas Displays? 

Over 100 creches belong to the care of Bro. Tim Sucher, OFM, and he has carefully packed 
them for their next move.  This is not the first time the displays have moved, having moved 
to the church some years ago following being displayed elsewhere in Over-The-Rhine.  

While their next home is pending, given the work Bro. Tim Sucher, OFM has been requested 
to complete by the Province in relationship to sale of the church & friary at St. Francis 
Seraph, the Nativity scenes are not slated for public display in 2026; they will return in 2027 
in a new home. 

What will happen to the building?  

As was previously announced, the property has already been placed on the market by the 
Franciscan Friars of the Province of Our Lady of Guadalupe. As of this writing, it has not 
been sold.  Serious inquiries regarding the sale of the building should be directed to the 
Provincial council and not the parish or the pastoral team. 

Following the last mass on June 28, the church and friary will continue to be prepared for 
the sale.  Of course, preparation for this sale started months ago under the guidance and 
direction of Br. Tim Sucher, OFM, and will continue for a time after that. 

When will tours of SFS Church end? 

As previously announced, tours will end on June 28.   

What will happen to the items in the building? 

Many items inside the church & friary have already found new homes; examples include 
the Cincinnati Fire department accepting dishware; parishioners accepting lamps and art 
work; an organization in Pennsylvania will repurpose unused vestments and church items 
not ultimately claimed. Many religious items belonging to the parish will travel with us. 

Will the Crypt be moved? What plans are there for the care of the faithful departed? 

The friars formed a committee of experts to carefully manage reverent retrieval of remains.  

What else can you share? 

A reminder that St. Francis Seraph school will remain open, is actively accepting new 
students, and, like St. Clement School, is a mission of the amalgamated parish.  

Further, St. Francis Seraph Ministries is a separate 501(c)3, under the direction of a 
separate board, and is not part of the amalgamation.  


