
Body and Blood of Christ              June 7, 2026 
 
We believe bread and wine can sacramentally become the Body and Blood of 
Christ.  St. Francis of Assisi exclaimed:  “Oh sublime humility.”  That Christ would 
hide in a piece of bread.  No one can prove this mystery.  This is indeed a matter 
of faith, a matter of the soul, the deepest depth of what is real.  This really is 
Christ, the ultimate gift to us of his Presence. 
Eucharist is at the heart of who we are. 
But we do Eucharist as a community.  We ARE the Body of Christ.  Christ is living in 
us.  Yes, the elements of bread and wine are essential, but so is the Body, this 
assembly this morning.   
I’m concerned, somewhat worried, about the Body here, what happens, how 
much brokenness there might be, when we close the doors of this church on June 
28. 
 
I/we owe a great deal of gratitude to the Transition Team here and at St. Clement 
But the hard work continues of joining our two parishes. 
My strength is not administration and decision making.  Conflict causes me 
anxiety.  Upon the advice of others, I have asked some folks from both transition 
teams to help with the appointments of new committees, to help me know how 
to proceed.  They will share their wisdom and advice. 
 
When people from St. Francis join the congregation at St. Clement, we are all 
equal members.  In this amalgamation, our church closes and St. Clement remains 
open, but the effects are the same as a merger.  Every member is now on an 
equal footing.  All committees will be new with folks from both parishes—Parish 
Council, Finance committee, Worship Committee and a new Education or School 
Committee to help both of our schools move into the future. 
 
St. Francis will bring our Men’s and Women’s Spirituality Groups with us, our Care 
for Creation Team, our Social Action Committee; the Fair Trade Products have 
already been moved to St. Clement.  These groups of ours will hopefully draw in 
more people from St. Clement. 
 
And we’ll learn more about the activities of St. Clement—their Food Pantry, the 
St. Vincent de Paul Society, the Festival, of course.  But we will also stay closely 



aligned to our St. Francis Seraph Ministries, volunteering in the dining room and 
foot care. 
Maybe we will come to appreciate the St. Bernard German Luau—I have been 
told the pastor of St. Clement taps the first keg that evening. 
 
On Day one—the weekend of July 4/5, I can’t promise we will all have Mass just 
as we want it to be.  I hope some changes are quickly in place so that we don’t 
feel like visitors in our own church.  On that first weekend, we will have our 
combined choir—which Jill Kreinbrink texted me last night will now have 23 
members.  Lectors and Eucharistic Ministers from both parishes will be serving.  
As we go along, we will explore what traditions can be retained, what can end, 
what can be made new. 
 
I know some people have decided to go to other churches.  Of course, we respect 
those choices.  I do hope, though, that many of us who value the Body of Christ as 
we have been here, will want to continue to grow together, give this a chance. 
 
On Easter Sunday, 3 ladies—long term members of St. Clement—celebrated Mass 
with us.  Upon leaving one said to me, “I sure hope they bring that energy to St. 
Clement.” 
 
I’m sure some folks at St. Clement are anxious about what might change as we are 
anxious about the unknown.  Sadly, I know we will lose some people in this 
transition from both parishes.  I know one family at St. Clement has already 
chosen to attend Mass somewhere else.  It saddens me—I’m always hopeful we 
can accept one another. 
 
In the first reading today, Moses had to lead the Israelites for 40 years to get 
where God wanted them to be.  Along the way, he fed them with manna.  I hope 
we will make progress in 40 days!  But what kind of church community we grow 
to be can’t happen right away. 
 
I admit, I still get hit by waves of sadness.  I wake up sad or anxious some 
mornings.  This is hard—and I have only been here for 6 years.  Some of you have 
50 or more years, Bro. Tim has been here for 21.  Even members who more 
recently joined here are unsettled.  I do believe our shared Franciscan love, our 
shared Franciscan ideals will be essential in creating a new church. 



 
We need to pace ourselves, be patient.  We are people of Faith and vision.  Fed by 
Eucharist we can go forth. 
 
I feel like these words, of course, are incomplete.  We’ll really only know in the 
weeks and months ahead how well we have done. 
 
God accompanied Israel in those desert years and goes with us in this next 
journey as together and separately, we seek to deepen our life of faith. 


